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INTRODUCTION. 



Janasrayi or Janasrayi was produced by the King 
israya otherwise called Madhava-Varman. He was assisted- 
runasvamin or to put it in another form, Guuasvauiin 
;e it in the name of his Master Janasraya, "It was written 
utra form (aphorisms) with explanations in prose and it is 
that the sutras were composed by the King and the 
anations by the poet, Gimasvamin. Janasraya lived bet- 
i 580 and 620 A. D. and seems to have been a Buddhist. 

The work extends over six chapters the first of which 
s with the nomenclature in the work. The next four 
jters treat of the metres of different prosodical length and 
last chapter treats of the rules of prosody. The work is 
11 and includes 197 quotations given as examples, from 
Buclhist works, Bharata, Vararuci, Sudraka, Kalidasa, 
naradasa, Bharavi, Vikatanitamba and Suiidarapaudya. 
ang the Buddhist writers AsVaghosa may be mentioned 
i his two works Buddhacuarita and Saundarananda from 
:h quotations are given 'and Sutralahkara of Asvaghos.;i 
lentioued as a source ot a vast number of quotations which 
author has not given. As to Vararuci and Svldraka, a 
;e from each of their Jbcinas is quoted. * Prom Bharavi a 
e citation of his verse is shown. Quotations ate taken 
i Kah'dasa's Ratghuvamsct, Meghasandfsa, Kumarasambhava 
Sakuntala ; and Asvaghoa, the Buddhist and Kumara- 
i are found quoted. But Vikatauitamba is a character in 
rce and its author's name is not known but it may be 
'iudasvamin. Another quotation is from Sundarapandya's 
$asti wich must have been composed not later than 500 
D, Sunclarapandya has also written a commentary on 
anta Sutras of Vyasa or upon its commentary. These two 
ters Vikatanitamba and Snndarapanclya are considered as 
r writers, but from the existence of their quotations in this 
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work, both of them are to be considered as earlier writers. 
Prom the mode of quotations given under Kalidasa and 
Bharavi, it has to be considered that Kalidasa must have 
lived about the second or third century, while Bharavi in 5GO 
A. D., much nearer to onr author. The other quotations are 
from Buddhists and older Hindu writers. Two verses are from 
Natyasast-ra of Bharata and the verse (Dhruvam asti kanduba) 
is oft- quoted, ^.ut we do not know its real author. The other 
quotations are found in various works of the Buddhists and the 
Hindus in Sanskrit. They will be about 175 verses, a large 
number from our point of" view. Most of them must have 
been from the Buddhist works like Sutralahkara, 

The poet Gunasvamin must be the author of the Sutras 
and their commentary. The king lived between 580-620 A. D. 
and was called Janasraya Madhava Varrnan. It connot be 
decided whether he was a Buddhist or a Hindu but he might 
be a Hindu. He is evidently a very good .scholar in Sanskrit. 
The verse quoted under sutra 114 of chapter IV on page 38 
seems to be of Gnnasvamin, upon the king, which showfc that 
he had a peacock dhvaja. 

The first verse in the book belongs to the poet. The 
author adopts a peculiar method in chandas (prosody) and to 
furnish examples he gave quotations frotn various early works. 
His concept of the gav\a. is entirely new and he asserts that 
changes were nfede by him to enlarge the dimensions of 
the metres but he has restricted himself to laukika-poetry. 
In the description of gatias which he has innovated, the last 
letter of the name must be taken as the sign of the gana and 
from the eighth siitra to the end the vowels attached to the 
first consonants can also be taken as representatives of those 
ganas. For instance rf^l^fr^sr must be represented as 
Sa-gctna> Ja-gana etc. while sjjTOITT and the ganas that follow 
can also be represented by 'K etc. It is this eccentricity that 
has delayed the publication of the work. 

The concluding portion of the book is not very correct in 
the last chapter as it contains much that is new. The author 
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lias changed the names of several vrttas from Saithava 
(whom he calls Saivata) Pingala and Kasyapa. In the treat- 
ment of the subject in the fifth chapter, he entirely differs 
from older writers. 

Two copies of the work have been obtained for this work, 
one copy from British Malabar and another from Trivandrum, 
and with the help of these copies Sri P. V. Ramanujaswami 
Garu M.A., Director of the Institute and the Principal of the 
College has given me extremely valuable assistance in the 
publication of this work without which I could never have 
published it at all. 

M. RAMAKRISBNA KAVI, 
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